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KRISTINA LENZ

& ALEX SIMON KLUG
Videostill aus

»read my lips«,

2025, Teil der Arbeit »your
choices should be grounded
in reality«, Videoinstallation
ca. 15 Minuten, © Kristina
Lenz & Alex Simon Klug

WUSTENROT FOUNDATION’S DOCUMENTARY
PHOTOGRAPHY AWARDS 15

7 February — 7 June 2026, in THE GALLERY

External curator: Giulia Cramm
Internal coordination: Alena Leinen

The Documentary Photography Awards by the Wiistenrot Foundation are the
most important awards of their kind in Germany. Together with the
Photographic Collection of the Museum Folkwang in Essen, they have been
presented every two years since 1994 including works of young artists from
German universities and academies who use contemporary documentary
image strategies and forms of representation to question the present.

In the 15th edition of the awards, Nazanin Hafez (*1991), Kristina Lenz (*1992)
& Alex Simon Klug (*1991), Malte Uchtmann (*1996) and Hannah Wolf (*1988)
are honored. The artists engage in different ways with existing ‘truths’ about the
world that affect society and the individual. The documentary strategies and
forms used here range from documentary-fictional to Al-generated visual
worlds. These are technics that move along the edges of the documentary,
touching and oscillating with it, without being documentary photographs in the
conventional sense.
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VALERIE SCHMIDT,
Bild aus der Serie
»Claus Stolpert«, 2018,
© Valerie Schmidt
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»UNORDNUNG« — FOTOSOMMER STUTTGART 2026

18 July — 13 September 2026, in THE GALLERY

Curator: Dr Bertram Kaschek

This summer, THE GALLERY will host a juried exhibition as part of
Fotosommer Stuttgart for a second time. This year’s theme is DISORDER,
meaning a state of disorientation in which we have to recalibrate and find our
bearings. When an existing order loses its validity, there is not only a loss of
stability but also a gain of unexpected perspectives. The exhibition presents
works by 23 artists who explore various dimensions of the theme through
photography. In these works, disorder does not always manifest as a visible
phenomenon but is sometimes hidden beneath a strictly organized surface.
Photography can both capture states of obvious disorder in images and make
subtle forms of disorder perceptible.

This exhibition represents the prominent centerpiece of the wide-ranging
Fotosommer program. During the festival’s main run from July 18 to July 26,
numerous galleries in Stuttgart will host exhibitions and events on the theme of
disorder.

In cooperation with Fotosommer Stuttgart e. V.
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MICHEL-FRANCOIS
DANDRE-BARDON
Oberkorper eines
mannlichen Riickenaktes
mit ausgestrecktem linken
Arm, um 1720/25,
Staatsgalerie Stuttgart,
Graphische Sammlung,
alter Bestand

GENERATION 1700. DRAWING AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY IN
PARIS

17 April — 30 August 2026, in the Graphic Cabinet
Curators: Nora Sophie Belmadani and Esther Léffelbein

How does one learn to draw the human body? This question is at the heart of
the exhibition “Generation 1700” which focuses on drawing instruction at the
Académie royale de peinture et de sculpture, France's prestigious art academy
in the 18th century— a time of profound social upheaval: While the bourgeoisie
emancipated itself from the absolutist court under the banner of the
Enlightenment, drawing itself also became a medium of liberation. At that time,
young artists not only depicted the human body, but also studied anatomy with
rational insight and understood it as an expression of individual ideas.
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On the occasion of the anniversary “75 years of the Institut frangais Stuttgart”,
which will be celebrated in 2026, the Staatsgalerie Stuttgart is highlighting
drawing from live models between discipline, science, and artistic development.

The exhibition in the Graphic Cabinet focuses on Michel-Francois Dandré-
Bardon (1700-1783), one of the most important artists of the French
Enlightenment. With his understanding of anatomy and a keen sense of
movement and materiality, he stages the human body in dramatically
composed studies: literally from head to toe. His works impressively
demonstrate how the strict principles of the Academy provide fertile ground for
artistic experimentation.

The Staatsgalerie possesses one of the most extensive collections of Dandré-
Bardon's graphic works in Europe. Works by contemporaries such as Carle van
Loo, Charles Joseph Natoire, and Nicolas Guibal complement the presentation.
With around 70 drawings and graphic prints, most of which are being shown for
the first time, the exhibition “Generation 1700” offers a glimpse into everyday
life at the Academy.
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Concerto for TV Cello (Nam
June Paik 1971), performed
von Charlotte Moorman am
6.7.1974 in Kdln, fotografiert
von Hanns Sohm,
Staatsgalerie Stuttgart,
Archiv Sohm

BANG! RADICAL FEMALE ARTISTS FROM THE SOHM
ARCHIVE

10 October 2026 — 31 January 2027, in THE GALLERY

Curator: Dr Elke Allgaier

The exhibition presents the art of the ephemeral: Photographs of happenings
and actions from the 1960s and 1970s. The focus is on five exceptional artists -
Charlotte Moorman (1933-1991), Carolee Schneemann (1939-2019), Yvonne
Rainer (b. 1934), Yoko Ono (b. 1933) and Valie Export (1940-2026). The artists
are fearless, courageous, uncompromising and inspiring. By addressing
fundamental themes such as emancipation, peace, freedom and self-
determination in their works, they set sensational accents for the performative
art of modernism.
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PHILIPPE HALSMAN, DALI
ATOMICUS, ca. 1948,
Staatsgalerie Stuttgart,
Graphische Sammlung,
erworben 2025 aus Mitteln
der Museumsstiftung
Baden-Wurttemberg,
Sammlung Dietmar Siegert,
© Philippe Halsman Estate
2026, Salvador Dali,
Fundacié Gala-Salvador
Dali / VG Bild-Kunst, Bonn
2026

EVERYTHING SURREAL?!

4 December 2026 — 11 April 2027, on 15t floor Stirling building

Curators: Dr Jens-Henning Ullner, Dr Ulrich Pohlmann and Katharina Massing

Surrealism is considered one of the most influential intellectual and artistic
movements of the twentieth century. The exhibition “Everything Surreal?!
Photography in the Cosmos of Surrealism” at the Staatsgalerie Stuttgart puts
the medium of photography in dialogue with paintings, drawings, sculptures,
objects, and film footage. Marking the 200th anniversary of photography, the
exhibition pays tribute—on an unprecedented scale—to the medium’s special
significance for the artists of this groundbreaking movement.
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Founded in Paris in 1924 by André Breton, Surrealism first emerged in literature
before extending to painting and sculpture in the mid-1920s. It also gave rise to
a new aesthetic in the then-emerging media of film and photography. Through
unusual perspectives and experimental techniques such as solarization,
multiple exposure, montage, and collage, Surrealist photographers explored the
limits of the medium, challenging previous conventional viewing habits.

Shaken by the senselessness of the World War | and influenced by the writings
of Sigmund Freud, Surrealist works transcend reason and logic, bringing
dreamlike and associative imagery to the forefront. The human body occupies a
central role, often dissected and transformed in an attempt to approach a
deeper reality. Through their staged realities, Surrealist artists developed a
counter-model to the worldview of bourgeois society and its perceived moral
hypocrisies. In doing so, they made a major contribution to modern art—one
whose echoes remain visible today in advertising, film, and art to this day.

In addition to approximately 250 photographs from the collection of Dietmar
Siegert, acquired in summer 2025 with support from the Museumsstiftung
Baden-Wirttemberg, the exhibition presents more than 40 paintings,
sculptures, objects, and works on paper from the museum’s own holdings,
along with significant loans from international museums and private collections.
A scholarly catalogue will accompany the exhibition, including a comprehensive
inventory of Surrealist photography in the Staatsgalerie’s collection.

The exhibition is a special exhibition of the State of Baden-Wirttemberg and is

held under the patronage of His Excellency Francois Delattre, Ambassador of
France to Germany.
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ERNST LUDWIG
KIRCHNER, StraRenszene
(FriedrichstraRe Berlin),
1914, Staatsgalerie
Stuttgart, erworben 1953

SIMPLY THE BEST!

From 19 February 2027 at the Kunstgebaude Stuttgart at
Schlossplatz,until the reopening of the Stirling Building of the
Staatsgalerie, expected in 2034

Curator: Dr. Linda Kirschey

Arranged in strict chronological order by decade, this interim presentation
brings together paintings and sculptures that are being shown side by side in
this way for the first time. The result offers fresh perspectives on the collection.
The distinctive spaces of the Kunstgebaude are transformed into “time
capsules”, where visitors can experience the highlights of each decade from
1900 to 1970.

The presentation vividly illustrates the connections between historical events
and artistic production, while reexamining key moments in history through the
lens of contemporary questions. Original works shed light on provenance
research, the history of the Staatsgalerie’s collection, and the
underrepresentation of women artists in the museum’s holdings—even well into
the twentieth century.

“Simply the Best!” features works by Pablo Picasso, Max Beckmann, Oskar
Schlemmer, Paula Modersohn-Becker, Mark Rothko, Andy Warhol, Maria
Lassnig, Amedeo Modigliani, and many others.
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