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In cooperation with Götz Adriani and the Deichtorhallen in Hamburg, the 

Staatsgalerie Stuttgart is preparing an exhibition devoted to the early work of 

Georg Baselitz, Gerhard Richter, Sigmar Polke and Anselm Kiefer. 

The exhibition project is the first to shed light on the fact that it was in their 

early work of the tumultuous 1960s that Baselitz, Richter, Polke and Kiefer 

paved the way for the unparalleled acclaim they were to meet with in later 

decades. The international recognition and worldwide success these German 

artists enjoy today is in no small measure due to their early work and the 

artistic practice they developed during the unprecedented creative boom of 

the 1960s. This success and the undiminished demand for their work was by 

no means inevitable or even predictable – German art and artists have 

traditionally tended to be eclipsed by international developments. This 

existence on the margins of the European and American art world only came 

to an end when the quartet of German artists began their ascent into the 

ranks of the world’s most sought-after artists. 

For the exhibition, which focuses exclusively on the quartet’s early work, the 

Staatsgalerie have selected works from the following periods: the years 1959-

1969 for Georg Baselitz, 1962-1969 for Gerhard Richter, 1963-1969 for 

Sigmar Polke and 1969-1977 for Anselm Kiefer. 

Apart from Sigmar Polke, who passed away in 2010, all three artists have 

generously agreed to support our exhibition project – not only with the loan of 

outstanding works in their possession, but also by their unstinting willingness 

to give of their time, engage in sustained dialogues and interviews to answer 

questions about their early work and its special significance.  

Because the four artists have never shied away from an intense engagement 

with their time and Germany’s recent history, the presentation will be 

accompanied by a historical panorama of the concurrent political, social and 

cultural events – from the economic miracle of the 1950s and the resultant 

demands for a descent standard of living for everybody to the student revolts 

and the nascent extra-parliamentary opposition. 

The exhibition will present a total of about hundred early masterpieces by the 

four artists. The presentation will be complemented by a comprehensive 

catalogue by Götz Adriani which will contain the abovementioned interviews 

with the artists, a representative selection of illustrations as well as an in-

depth documentation of the period in question. 

In cooperation with the Deichtorhallen Hamburg  

12 September 2019 – 05 January 2020. 
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